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In response to a technology mediated world increasingly 
desensitized to physical sensation, Patricia Olynyk calls on 
viewers to expand their awareness of the worlds they inhabit, 
whether those worlds are their own bodies or the spaces that 
surround them.  She does this through a multi-media 
installation that focuses on modes of sensation—integrating magnified images of sense organs 
with macro-images of garden environments designed to heighten sensate experience.  
 
Large-scale electron micrographs created by Olynyk portray the sense organs of a variety of 
specimens, including human corneas (representing sight), wild mouse taste buds and olfactory 
epithelia (representing taste and smell), guinea pig cochlea (representing sound) and drosophila 
feet (representing touch). It’s an eclectic array that deliberately mixes species to emphasize that 
being sensate is not uniquely human.  Olynyk seamlessly blends these images with enlarged 
details of Japanese garden spaces specifically composed and constructed by garden designers 
to “tickle the senses.”  
 
Freed from the confines of scale and context, sensory organs and garden details become hybrid 
“landscapes” where viewers can travel through tastebuds and nasal epithelial cells into a 
scramble of roots, reminiscent of complex vascular systems.  Some of the images have been 
printed in a dramatic chiaroscuro black and white, while others are tinted in electric orange and 
blood red. In the center of the installation, suspended above the viewer, a large petal-like 
construction of printed images on silk hangs like a diaphanous, floating sea anemone.  
 
The sensory experience is intensified by an interactive and evocative soundscape. Triggered at 
various locations throughout the installation, sounds drawn from recordings made by Olynyk 
during two research related trips to Japan evoke blood coursing through the body, a heart beat, 
the trancelike hum of Buddhist chants.   
 
Patricia Olynyk’s work has been featured in numerous solo and group exhibitions including the 
Michael Himovitz Gallery in California; the Brooklyn Museum; Denise Bibro Fine Art, New York; 
the Museo del Corso in Rome; Galleria Grafica and the Saitama Modern Art Museum in Japan; 
and the American University in Cairo.  An Associate Professor at University of Michigan’s School 
of Art & Design, Olynyk was recently appointed Research Associate Professor at the University’s 
Life Sciences Institute. She has been a Monbusho Scholar and Tokyo Foundation Research 
Scholar at Kyoto Seika University in Japan where she studied contemporary approaches to print 
media, and a Fellow at the University of Michigan Institute for the Humanities. 


